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SUBJECT: NETHERLANDS CONTINUES PRESSURE ON SOUTH AFRICA: 
CULTURAL TREATY TO END 

REF: 77 THE HAGUE 5434 

1 . THE CABINET SENT A BILL TO PARLIAMENT JULY 5 WHICH, 

IF ENACTED AFTER PARLIAMENT RECONVENES IN LATE AUGUST, 
WOULD AUTHORIZE THE GOVERNMENT TO TERMINATE ITS CULTURAL 
TREATY WITH SOUTH AFRICA. (PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL IS 
REQUIRED.) A JOINT NOTE FROM THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
OF EDUCATION, AND OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
ACCOMPANYING THE BILL EXPLAINED THAT THE CARETAKER 
DEN UYL GOVERNMENT IN OCTOBER 1977 ANNOUNCED ITS 
INTENTION TO TERMINATE THE AGREEMENT IN RESPONSE TO 
SOUTH AFRICAN REPRESSIVE MEASURES. ACCORDING TO THE 
NOTE. THE VAN AGT CABINET AGREES WITH ITS PREDECESSOR THAT 
SOUTH AFRICAN REPRESSION IN THE SECOND HALF OF 1977 
MADE CLEAR THAT SAG IS NOT INCLINED TO HAVE THE 
EFFECTIVE DIALOGUE WHICH THE CULTURAL AGREEMENT ENVISAGED. 
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2. A MID-LEVEL MFA OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR SOUTHERN 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS NOTED THAT PREPARATION OF THE LEGISLATION 
HAD - AS USUAL - TAKEN A LONG TIME BUT THAT GOING AHEA 
WITH THE BILL SHOULD NOT BE SEEN SIMPLY AS A CONTINUATION 
OF PREVIOUS DECISIONS. HE ASSERTED THAT DEPLORABLE GOVERN- 
MENT ACTIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA CONTINUED, CITING THE RECENTLY- 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


RELEASED REPORT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF JURISTS 
CONCERNING DETENTION OF CHILDREN. A SOUTH AFRICAN DIPLO- 
MAT, ON THE OTHER HAND, NOTED THAT THE GON MOVE WAS LONG 
EXPECTED AND SEEMED UNCONNECTED WITH ANY RECENT EVENT. 

3. COMMENT. ALTHOUGH THERE MAY BE SOME PARLIAMENTARY 
OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT S MOVE, IT IS LIKELY TO GAIN 
PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL WITHOUT DIFFICULTY. THE DUTCH 
PBLIC STRONGLY OPPOSES SAG RACIAL POLICIES AND CAN GENRALLY 
BE COUNTED ON TO SUPPORT ANY GON STEP DESIGNED TO INDICATE 
OPPOSITION AND/OR TO PRESSURE SAG. 

BROWN 
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